
Tesla and Scalar Potential 
Submitted "Nikola Tesla: Complete Articles & Patents", an Aetherforce 
compilation, PDF. 

ChatGPT: Dale, I searched the full 771-page PDF for direct and functional 
equivalents of scalar potential. My conclusion: 
Tesla does not use the term “scalar” in this PDF. I found zero direct 
occurrences of “scalar.” But he repeatedly uses a cluster of terms and 
mechanisms that strongly overlap with what we have been calling scalar 
potential in the SVP-CMC sense: high potential, electrostatic force, 
medium, ether, terminal capacity, displacement, longitudinal pulses, 
earth currents, stationary waves, radiant energy, and energy from 
the medium. The document is Nikola Tesla: Complete Articles & Patents, an 
Aetherforce compilation.  

Bottom-line judgment 

Yes — Tesla was very likely accessing and engineering scalar-
potential-like conditions, though he did not call them that. 

More precisely: 

1. In the conventional electrical sense, Tesla was absolutely working 
with scalar potential: high electric potential, electrostatic fields, 
capacitance, terminal charge, potential gradients, and displacement 
effects. 

2. In our SVP-CMC sense, Tesla appears to have been working at the 
boundary between stored latent electrical condition and kinetic 
manifestation. His system repeatedly begins with potential condition 
and then converts it into observable effects through resonance, 
impulse, capacitance, terminal elevation, earth coupling, and medium 
stress. 

3. He was not merely pushing current through wires. A major 
theme is his departure from closed-circuit current thinking toward 
high-potential, high-frequency, one-wire, earth-return, and natural-
medium transmission. 
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Search findings 

The word “scalar” does not appear. But these terms occur heavily: 

Strongest evidence 

1. Tesla emphasized varying electrostatic force in a 
medium 

In the 1893 material on high-frequency phenomena, Tesla says he is dealing 
with effects produced by varying electrostatic force acting through an 
insulating medium, such as air. He then states that this force causes 
displacement of electricity and gives rise to currents. This is extremely 
important because the cause is not “current” first; the current is secondary 
to the electrostatic field condition.  

In SVP-CMC language: 

Term searched Count found Relevance

potential 556 Direct ordinary equivalent of scalar electrical 
potential

high potential 90 Tesla’s dominant operating regime

electrostatic 192 Field condition before current discharge

medium 224 The substratum through which effects are 
transmitted

ether 329 Tesla’s preferred deeper medium concept

high frequency 179 His method of activating potential effects

longitudinal 14 Important: non-transverse, pressure-like field 
action

radiant energy 8 Ambient/field energy language

energy from the medium 5 Strong SVP-CMC overlap

one wire without return 17 references to “one wire” Strong departure from 
closed-circuit current

transmission through the 
earth 6 Earth as coupled conducting/resonant body

stationary waves 11 Earth resonance / standing-wave condition

earth currents 6 Non-Hertzian transmission pathway
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condition precedes motion. 
potential precedes current. 
field stress precedes kinetic discharge. 

That is almost exactly the scalar-to-kinetic transition we keep describing. 

2. He worked without ordinary return circuits 

Tesla explicitly presents effects “without any return circuit” and challenges 
the old idea that current must circulate only in a closed conducting path. He 
describes current passing to an insulated plate connected to one terminal of 
an induction coil, where the effect depends on high potential and high 
frequency.  

That is a major clue. In ordinary engineering, a circuit is closed. In Tesla’s 
high-frequency/high-potential work, the “other side” of the circuit becomes: 

capacity, space, air, earth, terminal surface, and surrounding 
medium. 

This is very close to our language of a conditioned scalar reservoir being 
stressed and rhythmically released. 

3. He treated the earth and atmosphere as a giant 
condenser 

Tesla describes the earth as a conductor, the upper atmosphere as a 
conductor, and the intervening air layer as an insulator. He says that setting 
up differences of potential at one point creates corresponding fluctuations of 
potential in the media.  

That is one of the clearest “scalar potential” passages in functional terms. He 
is not talking merely about radiating transverse radio waves through empty 
space. He is talking about establishing potential differences in the earth-
atmosphere system. 

In SVP-CMC terms, he is using the planet as a vast neutral-centered 
capacitive body: 

earth = conducting mass 
atmosphere = opposing conducting boundary 
insulating layer = dielectric separator 
Tesla transmitter = rhythmic disturbance of the planetary potential 
condition 

Tesla and Scalar Potential Page  of 3 7 ©Dale Pond, 2026



4. The Magnifying Transmitter accumulated electrical 
energy by resonance 

Tesla describes the Magnifying Transmitter as a grounded antenna circuit 
with tremendous electromagnetic momentum, low damping, and conditions 
arranged so that an immense accumulation of electrical energy could occur.  

That is very close to our idea of accumulating scalar potential at a 
center before releasing it kinetically. 

The key words are: 

grounded 
antenna 
loose coupling 
resonant rise 
small damping 
immense accumulation 

This is not brute-force current engineering. It is condition engineering. 

5. Tesla openly discussed “energy from the medium” 

In The Problem of Increasing Human Energy, Tesla has sections titled 
“Energy from the Medium” and “Possibility of a Self-Acting Engine… Deriving 
Energy from the Medium.” He discusses wind, solar, terrestrial heat, 
atmospheric electricity, and other natural sources, but he also clearly pushes 
toward a more general idea: machinery drawing from the surrounding 
medium rather than consuming internal fuel.  

This should be handled carefully. He was not necessarily saying “vacuum 
scalar energy” in the later Bearden sense. But he was looking for methods to 
draw usable power from an ambient energetic condition. 

That is squarely aligned with the SVP-CMC inquiry. 

6. Tesla used “longitudinal pulses in the ether” 

In the later cosmic-ray discussion, Tesla distinguishes ordinary cosmic rays 
from effects he attributes to longitudinal pulses in the ether. He also 
claims the sun is at an immense positive potential and uses electrostatic 
repulsion to explain particle acceleration.  
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This is another major clue. “Longitudinal pulses” are pressure-like, 
compression-rarefaction style disturbances, not ordinary transverse Hertzian 
radiation. That is much closer to scalar/pressure-wave interpretations than 
to conventional radio wave theory. 

In our language: 

transverse radiation = kinetic side 
longitudinal pressure/potential pulse = scalar-like side 

7. He rejected Hertz-wave explanations for his true 
wireless system 

The PDF’s True Wireless material repeatedly contrasts Tesla’s system with 
Hertzian radiation. Tesla argues that what mattered in his system was earth 
conduction, earth currents, potential fluctuations, terminal capacity, 
resonance, and stationary waves rather than ordinary space radiation.  

This is very important because it shows Tesla was not simply building “radio” 
as later engineers understood it. He believed he had discovered a more 
fundamental mode of electrical transmission through the earth and natural 
media. 

What Tesla’s equivalent terms appear to be 

Tesla’s vocabulary maps into our terminology roughly like this: 

Tesla term SVP-CMC equivalent

high potential / high 
tension

accumulated scalar/electrostatic 
stress

electrostatic force potential condition acting before current

terminal capacity center of accumulated charge/potential

displacement of 
electricity

differentiation of latent condition into 
action

medium / ether underlying field-substrate

one wire without 
return

non-ordinary closure through capacity/
medium
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Important caution 

The evidence does not prove that Tesla used “scalar potential” exactly as 
Bearden or modern scalar-wave researchers used the term. It also does not 
prove he had a complete SVP-style theory of Neutral Centers, sympathy, or 
Mind Force. 

But the PDF strongly supports this more careful statement: 

Tesla engineered high-potential, high-frequency, resonant 
electrostatic conditions in which stored potential, terminal capacity, 
earth coupling, and medium stress were primary; current, light, 
heat, sparks, radiant effects, and mechanical action were secondary 
manifestations. 

That is very close to our working definition of scalar-to-kinetic 
transformation. 

Best phrasing for the Vibration Series 

I would state it this way: 

Tesla did not use the word scalar, but he repeatedly worked with what may 
be functionally understood as scalar potential: stored electrical condition, 
high electrostatic stress, terminal capacity, and resonant disturbance of the 
surrounding medium. His great departure from ordinary electrical 
engineering was that he did not treat electricity merely as current moving 
through closed wires. He treated potential itself as the primary reality, 
capable of being accumulated, magnified, rhythmically disturbed, 

earth currents planetary-scale conductive/potential response

stationary waves standing condition in a resonant field/body

longitudinal pulses pressure-like scalar disturbance

radiant energy field-derived or ambient energy expression

energy from the 
medium

extraction from latent environmental 
potential

Magnifying 
Transmitter

resonant scalar-potential accumulator and 
projector
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transmitted through the earth and natural media, and finally converted into 
observable force, light, heat, motion, or power. 

That is the bridge between Tesla and our SVP-CMC framework. 
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